
RGV/Deep S. Texas Cold and Wintry Precipitation 
Webinar

Thursday January 20, 2022
2 PM CT

What’s Changed:  Focus on Wind Chill and Wintry Precipitation

Next Briefing:  Follow-up Email or Slides into January 21, 2022

Disclaimer:  The information contained within is time-sensitive.  Do not use after 5 AM CST Jan. 21.

National Weather Service

Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley
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Overview
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

Cold air will continue to surge across the Rio Grande Valley and Deep S. Texas Ranch Country through early 
Friday. An upper level disturbance (black arrow, left) will allow rain to develop later this (Thursday) evening. 
The rain will likely change to a wintry mix of sleet and ice across locations north of the Valley, and mix with or 
possibly change to ice and sleet across parts of the populated Valley toward daybreak Friday, continuing 
through mid morning. Precipitation should change back to rain before ending, across the ranch country 
before noon, and the Valley by early to mid afternoon.
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▪ “Sharp Change”:  “Feels like” temperatures in the low to mid 30s, dropping below freezing by 
sunset for most

▪ Feels Like Temperatures falling to between 20 and 25 overnight Thursday, continuing below 30 
through at least noon Friday. Only rising to 29 to 34 in afternoon.

▪ Wintry precipitation, ranch country: A mix of ice (rain freezing on contact) and sleet 
(melted snow that refreezes before reaching ground) expected to develop across the Rio 
Grande Plains, Brush Country, and Brooks/Kenedy/northern Hidalgo/inland Willacy around 
midnight and continue through mid morning Friday.  Light snow (minimal accumulation) 
possible in northern Zapata and northern Jim Hogg.

▪ Wintry precipitation, populated RGV:  A likelihood for icing, perhaps mixed with sleet, 
extending into traditional cold drainage locations between 5 AM and 9 AM Friday

▪ Gale Warnings have been replaced by Small Craft Advisories for the Gulf of Mexico and 
Laguna Madre for difficult winds and seas

Bottom Lines
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022
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Timeline

Monday
Feb 15

Rest of Thursday Friday
January 20 January 20-21

Thursday Night
January 21

Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

Rest of Thursday
• Sharply Colder; “Feels Like” Temperatures 

in the low to mid 30s from 3 PM through 

sunset

• Patchy light rain or drizzle lower Valley; 

possible slick roads from oil build up

Thursday Night
• Cold rain developing by 9-10 PM; “feels like” temperatures falling 

below 30

• Rain mixing with/changing to ice/sleet across Zapata-Kenedy

County by 11 PM-Midnight.  Snow may mix in northern Jim 

Hogg/Zapata after 3 AM

• Light icing/sleet likely into the populated Rio Grande Valley, mainly 

along/north of IH-2, between 5 and 9 AM Friday.

• “Feels Like” temperatures dropping to 20-25 after midnight.

11 PM – Daybreak Fri.

Through 10 PM

Friday
• Wintry precipitation ending/tapering off by 9 AM but 

potentially as late as noon (east)

• Feels like temperatures rising slowly, in the 20s 

through noon and into the low to mid 30s during 

afternoon

• Actual temperatures struggling to 38 to 41 by

afternoon, populated RGV through Brush Country

AM
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Coldest “Feels Like” Temperatures on Friday
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

Friday(Jan 21), 6 AM to 9 AM Friday (Jan 21) Noon

Will only rise to 30 to 35 during afternoon for populated RGV to Brooks/Jim Hogg/Kenedy Ranchlands

May reach 40 or higher across parts of Starr/Zapata/southern Jim Hogg (higher cloud bases)

20 to 25; 

coldest near coast

24-30;

coldest near coast
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Critical Winter Warnings and Advisories
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022
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Wintry Precipitation
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

• Zapata to Kenedy; northern Starr and northern Hidalgo (pink):  Best opportunity for ice accretion 

(grass/trees/power lines/elevated roads) and sleet.  

– Confidence: High.  Timing:  Midnight-9 AM. Buffer:  As early as 11 PM Jan. 20 through 11 AM Jan. 21

• Rio Grande Valley (purple):  Icing and some sleet likely. Most likely in “cold drainage” locations including southern 

Starr, Weslaco to N. Harlingen, Hidalgo north of Edinburg/Alton

• Confidence:  Medium.  Timing:  5 AM to 9 AM. Buffer:  3 AM to 11 AM (Fri, Jan. 21)

*Light rain changing to 

mix of sleet/ice by midnight
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Cold Wintry Precip Boating Rainfall

Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

Wintry precipitation threat levels have increased for Friday morning (after midnight).
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Key Take Aways
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

▪ This will be the coldest period of the 2021/2022 winter so far, but will NOT be a repeat of 
February 14-20, 2021

▪ People, pets, and plants should be prepared to be protected from the cold, continuing 
through early Saturday

▪ Motorists planning travel that may include elevated roads/bridges should postpone from 
Thursday midnight through midday Friday, especially across areas north and west of the 
populated RGV.

▪ Motorists should remain alert to light icing on elevated road surfaces across the 
populated RGV between 5 and 9 AM Friday (Jan. 21)

▪ Minor power outages are likely, mainly due to heavy use of heating and some stress on 
the grid, but possible from power line icing along/north of IH-2.  This will NOT be a repeat 
of February 2021
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Safety Information: Heaters
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-22 (morning), 2022



National Weather Service – Brownsville/Rio Grande ValleyLast Updated:  1/20/2022 2:54 PM

Safety Information:  Dressing for Cold
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

• Rest of Thursday, 

Jan. 20 (Day):  

Cold

• Thursday Night  

through Saturday 

Morning, Jan. 20 

(late) through 

early Jan. 22:  

Cold

• Saturday:  Chilly
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Safety Information: Hypothermia
Tropical Storm Nicholas
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Safety Information:  Driving
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022

Glaze Ice Potential Icing Near Freezing
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Safety Information:  Pets
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022
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• Timing:  Beginning 

late afternoon 

Thursday

• Peaking Thursday

night and Friday

morning

• Could continue 

through Saturday 

morning, though 

winds will be lower

Safety Information:  Pelicans
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022
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• Timing:  Friday through 

Saturday morning

• Area of most concern:  

Lower Laguna Madre 

(Cameron County section)

• Increasing chance for 

impacts along immediate 

shoreline with colder air 

Friday/Friday night.

• This will NOT be a repeat of 

February 2021!

Safety Information:  Sea Turtles
Cold and Wintry Precipitation, January 20-21, 2022



Next Briefing:

Email Updates, As Necessary, into Jan. 21

Web: https://weather.gov/rgv

Phone: (956) 504-1432 x2

E-mail: sr-bro.ops@noaa.gov

Facebook:  NWSBrownsville

Twitter:  NWSBrownsville

YouTube: NWSBrownsville

www


